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Points to Note 

@ Crown copyright. All rights reserved. South Somerset District Council 
LA100019471- 2007  

The Ordnance Survey map data included within this publication is provided by South  
Somerset District Council under licence from the Ordnance Survey in order to fulfil its 
public function to facilitate community planning. Persons viewing this mapping should 
contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice where they wish to licence Ordnance    
Survey map data for their own use. @ Crown copyright. All rights reserved. South      
Somerset District Council - LA1 00019471 –2007  
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References - Where a question posed in the Questionnaire is referred 
to directly in this plan we have quoted its reference number. The    
detailed statistics are found in Appendix D and you will probably find a 
chart in Appendix B.  
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RSPB 

The RSPB asked if we could include two questions in the survey. They were : 

Would you support:   

· RSPB event for parishioners [Q 30.5] 85 people said they would 

· Helping on the RSPB reserve [Q 30.6] 39 said they would 

The local wardens have responded and suggest 

 

A Fivehead Parish Walk   This would be organised by the RSPB.  It would look 
at downland fields, woods, and flowers and fungi in 
season. 

Birders Opportunities for one or two to help with surveys. 

Work Party A co-ordinator could be nominated to liaise with 
RSPB.  Tasks could include ragwort pulling, hazel 
coppicing, and other woodland jobs.  
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The parish of Fivehead 
and Swell is ten miles 
from Taunton and five 
from Langport and sits 
astride the Jurassic 
ridge to the south of 
West  Sedgemoor.  
Most of the houses and 
the two churches are 
on the southeast-facing 
slope.  Many of them 
command wide views.  
Fivehead is listed in 
Doomsday Book as 
worth Five Hides, 
hence the name.  Swell 
was a separate parish, 
at least until 1919. 
Swell remains a hamlet.  

Fivehead has grown 
considerably since the 
1960s to a joint     
population of 635, with 
273 houses.  The A378 runs along the ridge with a ribbon of houses, but 
mostly they congregate round the medieval St Martin’s church.  In Swell the 
ancient church sits by Elizabethan Swell Court, which is a little distance 
away from the houses.  Around is farmland and, particularly on the northwest 
slope of the ridge, woodland. 

There are many newcomers and many are retired, drawn to this attractive 
part of Somerset.  You will see the figures in the questionnaire results in  
Appendix D [Q12]. You will see too the balance of age and youth and   
movement [Q11]. 180 people have been here less than five years, 198    
between six and fifteen. 

There is much going on for people of all ages and interests.  We have a new 
Village Hall, opened in 2005, clubs and organisations that cover all ages, an 
excellent and thriving village shop and Post Office and a pub. There is no 
longer a school, and some responses related this to a difficulty in getting to 
know one another and hear what is happening. 

1  About the Village 
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Figure 7 

Figure 3 

 

 

a] :  support the Parish Council in its work on our behalf.  Z 

b] :  Support the churches in their stewardship of build-
ings and in their work with youth and age, and 
where appropriate co-operate in this.  

Z 

c] : Join the Village Hall  committee, support it, Organise 
classes and run events in the Hall, 

Z, IG 

d] :  support the Playing Field committee’s work.    Z, IG 

 
Baptist Church [see also sect 7b and 11 of main plan]  
 
The Steering Committee solicited questions for the Questionnaire from the 
Baptist Church. Issues raised by you, together with the church’s response, 
included:  

Activities and projects   

 

Currently there is: 

· A bible study group with St Martins  

· Thursday youth work and the Brownies  

· Thursday youth clubs l0—13yrs old & 13 - 18yrs 

· Friday morning 'drop-in' coffee  

· Film matinees: Every couple of months  

· Tuesday service in St Martin’s sheltered housing complex 

Future Ideas:  

ACTION:   forming visiting teams for visiting elderly, infirm or housebound 
people in the village. But finding people who are available is a problem. 

ACTION:   Odd-job volunteers to do small DIY jobs for the same target groups 
as above but there are legal problems. 

ACTION:   Possible games afternoons at the church, for more elderly members.  

ACTION:   Summer holiday clubs for youngsters, and or, pensioners.  



53  Appendix G - Village Hall responses  

 

 

Fivehead Parish Plan 

 

Outside lighting In hand  
ACTION: Grant offered subject to certain conditions.  

Drinks machine Not financially viable.  

More parking space When ground is firm car parking is available in the  
field next door. 

Youth rep on VH com-
mittee  

Have invited youth reps before without any response  

ACTION:    Will issue invitations to the AGM. 

Merge VH and Playing 
field committees  

ACTION:    - In long-term plan.  

Open Day ACTION:   The committee would actively support an 
Open Day on Leisure but do not wish to play any part 
in organising or running the day.  

Change the  tennis 
court to Multi-purpose 
use 

We would wish to proceed with this as a project, and 
we will be liaising with the SSDC about the best way 
forward. 

Off-Road Bike Area This is planned as a follow-on project to include    
landscaping the base of the field. 

Merger with Village 
Hall Committee 

We have previously stated our agreement in principle, 
when the time is right. 

Appendix H—Playing Field Response— [see also sect 7a of main plan]  

 

Planting of more trees Four trees have recently been planted along the road 
frontage of the children's play area.  

ACTION:  A further tree will be planted soon and the 
hedge re-established. 

More litter/dog poo 
bins 

A third litterbin will be installed on the playing field 
shortly, and a dog bin by the main gate 

Other activities: Some requests, such as a swimming pool are clearly 
non-starters, but for sporting activities not requiring 
capital expenditure we would certainly welcome    
approaches from interested groups. We would support 
a joint Open Day on Leisure which could provide a 

The Steering Committee solicited questions for the Questionnaire from the   
Playing Fields Committee. Issues raised by you, together with the committee’s    
response, included:  

Final Report  
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About the Plan 

 
The production of this plan has 
been a journey of discovery.   
Parish plans are a new exercise 
based on earlier models.  There 
was a Fivehead Village 
Appraisal in 1994, a parish map 
in 1997, and a booklet ‘Beyond 
the Map of Fivehead & Swell’  
published in 1999.  This new 
exercise comes with more of a 
political and economic purpose 
one of which is to revitalise 
interest in Parish Councils; 
another is to involve the whole 
population in moves to improve 
villages and their amenities.  In 
applying for grants it has 

become necessary to show that significant numbers of parishioners are 
supportive. 

There was an excellent response to the questionnaire circulated in June 2006.  
88% filled it in and returned it.  We are republishing the detailed responses as 
appendix D to this the definitive plan.  In order to avoid duplication here, 
responses are summarised and the OBJECTIVES and ACTIONS have been 
added (Appendix C). 

Following the responses to the questionnaire the committee consulted with the 
village organisations and you will find the results of those consultations in 
Appendices G to I. 

One early achievement has been the setting up of a village website.  The plan 
will be published on that as well as in booklet form. 

You will not find among the OBJECTIVES and ACTIONS much that calls for 
large expenditure.  The village is well supplied with material resources.  The 
needs we uncovered were more to do with road safety, leisure and community 
activities and the village environment. 

Certain suggestions about how such needs might be met have been made, but it 
may well be that specific action groups will be needed. 

In any case, we need now to make things happen.  That is the test, as a number 
remarked in their answers to the questionnaire.  Over the coming months and 
years there will be opportunities for everyone to get involved. 

2  About the Plan 
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Some of the parish organisations are national, some are local.  

 a] Parish Council :  At the heart of the parish organisations is the Parish    
Council  which consists of seven elected councillors and a clerk.  Elections take 
place every four years.  The Questionnaire revealed a low level of involvement, 
but general appreciation.  Much of its work is done quietly in many of the areas 
recorded below.  Through the Parish Council  we engage with the District    
Council, particularly in planning matters, the environment and much else. 

ACTION:  to support the Parish Council  in its work on our behalf. 

b] Churches: 

The parish churches  of 
Fivehead and Swell (St. 
Martin’s and St. Cath-
erine’s respectively) are 
amongst the oldest and 
most significant buildings 
in the       villages, dating 
from 12th    century, and 
have been in continuous 
use ever since.  With the 
changes in law and pub-
lic       sentiment, and 
with   declining financial     
resources, the churches 
no longer play the part 
they once did in        
community life, but now 
aim to meet the spiritual 
and religious needs of individuals, including baptisms, weddings and    funerals.  
They continue to stand as sentinels of       something continuous in our village life 
and depend on  village fund raising to support the expensive medieval fabrics.   

The questionnaire revealed that few from the village attend worship in any of the 
churches, but there was approval of what went on from those who did. 

Consultation revealed that St Martin’s church is at present restoring its bells.  
Work was last done on them in 1910.  About £10,000 will be needed for         
refurbishment.  Significant sums have already been promised, but the church will 
be making an appeal to the village.  At Fivehead the churchyard is closed for 
burial and in the care of the Parish Council .  The parish cemetery is open on the 
Isle Abbots road.   

St Catherine’s is used for worship and is the sole public building in Swell. 

3  Parish Organisations and other Bodies 
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Village Hall responses and actions —[see also sect 7a of main plan]  

The Steering Committee solicited questions for the Questionnaire from the   
Village Hall Committee. Issues raised by you, together with the committee’s 
response, included:  

Better Clarity of 
sound  

There is a loop system already which is very effective 

CCTV No funding 

Floodlighting  Not permissible under our planning approval (Would cause 
Light Pollution) 

Landscaping   In hand, subject to grant funding (applied for),  

 ACTION:   planning approval and enough volunteers from 
the village to implement and maintain it 

Tarmac In the development plan but subject to planning  

ACTION:   Subject to permission and funding 

Upgrade entry No plans for this as entrance fulfils planning and highways 
requirements. 

Village hall pictures 
replaced  

ACTION:   to be reviewed in February 2008 

Youth lower rates 
for young person 
events 

Young persons under 18 cannot hold events. Most events 
have a reduced rate for under 12. 

Hall users list See notices in hall. 

Notification of 
events 

All village hall events are well publicised, see village web 
site, village newsletter, notices in village hall, on posters 
e.g. bus stop, Parish Notice board, Post Office 

Patio On our development plan pending funding and planning 
approval 

ACTION:  subject to planning approval  

Telephone box  Not financially viable and most people use mobile phones 

Stage area Would limit the range of activities, so not being considered 

Bar Permanent bar would again restrict activities. The Village 
Hall has a full licence 
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Appendix F – List of 
Village Organisa-
tions 

 

Parish Organisations and other Bodies 

· Bell Ringers 

· Bridge Club 

· Bulk oil purchase scheme 

· Chapel Baptist Church 

· Church St Catherine’s 

· Church St Martin’s 

· Drama 

· Fellowship & Leisure Club 

· Football Children 

· Football club 

· Golf Club 

· History Group 

· Neighbourhood Watch 

· Parish Council 

· Parish Action Committee (Proposed) 

· Playing Field 

· School - Curry Mallet 

· School- Curry Rivel 

· Sheltered Housing 

· Skittles - Coronets 

· Skittles - Jewels 

· Skittles Mens 

· Speedwatch Group, PC 

· Tennis Court hire/club 

· Tree Warden 

· Under 5s 

· Village Hall 

· WI 

· Youth Group- The Shed 

For contact see Parish Notice Board, Newsletter, Website, notices in the village 
shop or contact the Parish Clerk, Margaret Knox on 01460 281341 
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The Baptist church   

The Baptist church was 
established in 1865 and 
has always served a wider 
area than this parish.  
Baptists have been active 
in Fivehead since the 17th 
century.  The full history of 
the movement is printed in 
Beyond the Map.   Under 
the present minister, who is 
resident, the church plays 
an active part in the life of 
the village. 

OBJECTIVES:  There was 
a general wish that churches, churchyards and burial grounds be kept in good 
order.  They are a significant part of the village environment.  There is 
appreciation of the work done by the churches in the community. 

ACTION:  Support the churches in their stewardship of buildings and property 
and their work with youth and age, and where appropriate co-operate in this. 

 

c] The New Village Hall   

The village hall was opened in 2005 on 
the Playing Field site in Stowey Road.  It 
was paid for by the sale of the previous 
hall (once the school), by a lottery grant,  
by county and district councils, by    
DEFRA grants, by the trustees of the 
Lambert Trust, and by much hard work 
and fund-raising locally.  It still carries 
some decreasing debt, due to budget 
overruns.  It provides excellent facilities. 

Consultation made clear that the Hall 
Committee’s function is to manage the 
hall and pay all expenses.  It does not 
organise activities.  It does have a   
programme for enhancement and improvement of facilities inside, and of    
landscaping in the car park area outside.  The details of these will be found in 
Appendix G. 

ACTIONS: Join the committee and support it in its work 
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d] The Playing Field  

The playing field is managed 
by its own committee.  There 
is an overlap with the new hall.  
Changing rooms for sport are 
provided there.  Some 
activities such as playschool 
use both facilities. 

The Playing Field has 
responsibility for all the land 
apart from the hall and car 
parking area.  The field was 
opened in 1961 and has been 
subsequently enlarged.  There 
is a tennis court, children’s 
play area, a half MUGA [multi-use games area], a youth shelter and football 
pitches.  In the questionnaire a majority supported changing the tennis court to 
multi-purpose use [Q26] and 107 people wanted an off-road bike area. [Q30.7]   

Consultation revealed that the committee has plans to plant trees, to landscape 
and provide sitting areas both for hall and Playing Field facilities and to liaise with 
the SSDC to change the tennis court and provide the off-road bike area. Details 
of the projects in hand and planned are in Appendix H] 

ACTIONS:  Join the committee and support  what  it does.  
      Run events on the field 
 

OBJECTIVE:  It is important that the Village Hall and Playing Field should work 
well together.  There is a necessary overlap in activities and in care for the whole 
complex.  153 supported an amalgamation of the two committees [Q29] with 8 
opposed.  Amalgamation would show gain and loss.  One committee makes 
working together easier: two committees mean more volunteers to undertake 
particular work. 

e] The Lambert Hut Trustees  

The trustees administer the funds left to them when the Lambert Hut was 
demolished and  the site sold for development. It is now in the process of 
distributing the remaining funds and closing down. 

f] Clubs and Societies  – See Appendix F 
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Q
ues-

tions 

Priority Issues by  

Weighted Popularity 

R
e-

sponder
s 

Left 
blank 

C
on-

cerned 

O
p-

posed 

A
v priority 

Q24.1 paths access a problem 67 88% 12% 1 41 

Q29.1 merge VH and PF committee 161 73% 27% 8 42 

Q52.4 No development 143 75% 25% 5 43 

Q30.4 a computer user group 66 88% 12% 1 44 

Q55.1 visibility A378 /Butcher's Hill 329 41% 51% 44 45 

Q20.1 Theft from your home 19 97% 3% 0 46 

Q31.5 buy a village sign 121 79% 21% 4 47 

Q20.4 Vandalism 16 97% 3% 0 48 

Q30.3 social tennis 62 89% 11% 1 49 

Q31.8 compost facility 140 77% 23% 8 50 

Q56.1 speed limit 222 61% 34% 32 51 

Q20.3 Vehicle theft 13 98% 2% 0 52 

Q53.4 more businesses 185 68% 27% 28 53 

Q55.2 more pavement on A378? 289 49% 43% 48 54 

Q30.6 helping on the RSPB 39 93% 7% 1 55 

Q53.2 Extend  boundary line 101 82% 16% 12 56 

Q54.3 Traffic too big  243 57% 34% 51 57 

By this stage ideas have become significantly unsup ported  
Q52.1 Larger developments 10 98% 1% 2 58 

Q53.3 develop outside main village 61 89% 9% 10 59 

Q56.3 pinch points 148 74% 19% 40 60 

Q56.2 speed humps 133 76% 16% 43 62 

Q56.4 more signposts 91 84% 9% 40 63 

Q46.1 good neighbour: shopping 153 73% 18% 53 64 

Q49.2 permissions enforced 95 83% 8% 50 65 

Q49.1 plan applications fair 104 81% 9% 51 66 

Q46.2 Help housebound - transport 138 76% 13% 65 67 

Q46.3 help for housebound 126 78% 11% 63 68 

Q54.1 Traffic too frequent 171 70% 16% 81 69 

Q48.4 tidiness 188 67% 15% 102 70 

Q48.2 untidy hedging 185 67% 14% 106 71 

Q5.7w convert to mains gas  92 31% 14% 107 72 

Q48.5 cleaner phone box 166 71% 9% 113 73 

Q48.3 more road signs 183 68% 11% 119 74 

Q48.1  domestic fencing style 166 70% 6% 135 75 

Q50.3 Family home to buy 226 60% 10% 169 76 

Q50.1 Starter home to buy 257 54% 14% 180 77 

Q50.5 Sheltered housing 190 66% 3% 171 78 

Q50.2 Starter home to rent 246 57% 12% 180 79 

Q50.4 Family home to rent 213 62% 6% 181 80 
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Q
ues-

tions 

Priority Issues by 
Weighted Popularity 

R
espond-

ers 

Left blank 

C
on-

cerned 

O
pposed 

A
verage  

P
riority 

Q25.1 Paths map 287 49% 51% 0 1 

Q26.2 Change to multi-
Purpose use 243 57% 43% 0 2 

Q31.1 Plant more trees 214 62% 38% 0 3 

Q31.2 Plant more flowers/
Bulbs 197 65% 35% 0 4 

Q52.2 Small clusters 193 66% 34% 0 5 

Q31.6 Bury  cables 173 69% 31% 0 6 
Q31.3 Improve footpaths 169 70% 30% 0 7 

Q27.3 Music events 167 70% 30% 0 8 
Q52.3 Low cost housing 126 78% 22% 0 10 
Q29.2 Village events diary 221 61% 39% 1 11 

Q19.2 Helicopter noise 121 79% 21% 0 12 
Q31.4 Improve bridle paths 119 79% 21% 0 13 

Q19.3 Barking dogs 118 79% 21% 0 15 

Q29.3 Village organisations 
list 176 69% 31% 1 16 

Q27.1 Badminton club 102 82% 18% 0 17 
Q27.7 Youth rep on VH Com 98 83% 17% 0 18 
Q19.6 Antisocial parking 95 83% 17% 0 19 

Q20.6 Dog fouling 93 83% 17% 0 20 
Q27.2 Outside lighting 81 86% 14% 0 21 

Q27.6 More parking 75 87% 13% 0 22 
Q19.5 Bonfires 70 88% 12% 0 23 

Q22.1 Bulk oil purchase 156 73% 27% 2 24 

Q27.4 Bowls 63 89% 11% 0 25 

Q30.1 Village cricket club 112 80% 20% 1 26 
Q30.2 Skittles in the village 101 82% 18% 1 29 

Q31.9 More litter/dog poo 
bins 200 66% 34% 4 30 

Q20.5 Littering/graffiti 48 91% 9% 0 31 
Q53.1 In-fill existing pockets 180 68% 31% 4 32 

Q5.6w solar/wind 40 2% 7% 0 33 

Q30.5 RSPB events 85 85% 15% 1 34 
Q19.1 children's behaviour 40 93% 7% 0 35 

Q31.7 A bus shelter at St 
Martin's Cl 144 75% 25% 4 36 

Q54.2 Traffic too fast 351 37% 56% 35 37 

Q27.5 drinks machine 39 93% 7% 0 38 

Q30.7 Off-road bike area 109 81% 19% 2 39 
Q20.2 Theft from premises 38 93% 7% 0 40 
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a] The shop [Q.42] 

The village shop supplies most needs.  
With the Post Office in the same premises 
it serves an area larger than the parish, in 
particular Isle Abbotts and Isle Brewers.  
Questionnaire results revealed a very high 
degree of appreciation.  Over 50% rated it 
as excellent, only 5% said they did not use 
it [Q42].  It forms a genuine focus of     
community, a place for notices, friendly 
gossip and exchange, as well as providing 
a highly valued service and all the more 
because about one third of village       
residents are retired.  It serves a number 
of businesses and over sixty people work 
from home.  It is a vital factor in the     
economic and social well being of the 
village.  Post Offices are currently under 
threat of closure and the way to keep 
them open is to use them.   

ACTION:  support, use and campaign for the Post Office 

 

b] The Crown Inn  [Q.43] 

The Crown Inn has had an 
uneven history.  It has 
served as a focus for the 
community under some   
publicans – it has a large 
restaurant area, and it also 
provides a place for locals to 
meet over a drink.  A pub is 
both a business and a     
service.  We should do all we 
can to support it. 

ACTION:  support the   
promising efforts of the new 
management 

4  Community Services 
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Many people expressed 
concern about the roads.  
The A378 runs along the 
ridge between Taunton and 
Langport, beaded with 
houses where there is a 40 
mph speed limit.  There is a 
30mph limit in Fivehead. 
People say there are      
visibility problems at all the 
junctions on the A378; 51% 
of respondents thought 
something needed doing 
about the Butcher's Hill  
junction [Q55.1], but also     
m ent ioned were  the       
junctions by Cathanger, at 
the top of Ganges Hill and 
the Swell access.   

ACTION : Parish Council  to continue its efforts to resolve the visibility problems.  

 

c] Buses [Q32] 

As in all rural communities public transport will not suit everyone's working hours 
or destination: 55% of the population do not use the buses. However of those 
that do, most rated their frequency and route as OK or better, but the cost of bus 
journeys was rated as awful or poor by 71% of users.   

ACTIONS :  We should  

  encourage the use of the bus service. 
 approach the bus service provider and press them to reduce 

the prices. Parish Council to explore SSDC subsidisation. 
 

Although there were 4 against a bus shelter at St Martins Close 140 people 
wanted one. [Q31.7] 

ACTION: Parish Council  to pursue. 

5  Traffic and Road Safety 
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 Q
uestions 

.                            .                                                
. New Building 

O
pinions 

Y
es 

N
o 

U
nconcerned 

C
oncerned 

N
o 

E
st total 

Q50.1 Starter home to buy 257 77 180 54% 14% 32% 87 

Q50.2 Starter home to rent 246 66 180 57% 12% 32% 75 

Q50.3 Family home to buy 226 57 169 60% 10% 30% 65 

Q50.4 Family home to rent 213 32 181 62% 6% 32% 36 

Q50.5 Sheltered housing 190 19 171 66% 3% 30% 22 

Q51.1 Materials 1 1 0 13% 45% 36%  

Q51.2 Styles 2 2 0 13% 26% 58%  

Q51.3 Materials - error 0 0 0 25% 20% 28%  

Q52.1 Larger developments 10 8 2 98% 1% 0% 9 

Q52.2 Small clusters 193 193 0 66% 34% 0% 219 

Q52.3 Low cost 126 126 0 78% 22% 0% 143 

Q52.4 None 143 138 5 75% 25% 1% 156 

Q53.1 In-fill existing pockets 180 176 4 68% 31% 1% 199 

Q53.2 Extend  boundary line 101 89 12 82% 16% 2% 101 

Q53.3 
Away from the main  

village 
61 51 10 89% 9% 2% 58 

Q53.4 More businesses 185 157 28 68% 27% 5% 178 

Q54.1  Too frequent 171 90 81 70% 16% 14% 102 

Q54.2 Too Fast 351 316 35 37% 56% 6% 358 

Q54.3 Too big  243 192 51 57% 34% 9% 217 

Q55.1 Visibility A378 /Butcher's Hill 329 285 44 41% 51% 8% 323 

Q55.2 More pavement on A378? 289 241 48 49% 43% 9% 273 

Q55.3 Too big -error 211 159 52 62% 28% 9% 180 

 Traffic impediments        

Q56.1 Speed limit 222 190 32 61% 34% 6% 215 

Q56.2 Humps 133 90 43 76% 16% 8% 102 

Q56.3 Pinch points 148 108 40 74% 19% 7% 122 

Q56.4 Signposts 91 51 40 84% 9% 7% 58 

Key         

  possible anomaly        

  30% or more responded        

  70% or more apathetic        
  block of rating questions        
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Fivehead Parish Plan 

Q
uestions 

OPINIONS         

[% OF RESPONDENTS] 

N
ot used 

A
w

ful 

P
oor 

O
K

 

G
ood 

E
xcellent 

B
lank 

Q32.1 Bus frequency 56% 4% 8% 17% 12% 2% 8% 

Q32.2 Bus route 53% 3% 5% 19% 19% 2% 15% 

Q32.3 Bus cost 53% 21% 13% 5% 6% 3% 16% 

Q33.2 Food waste [brown bin] 11% 4% 7% 24% 34% 20% 24% 

Q33.3 Recycling [open box] 3% 5% 6% 25% 40% 20% 23% 

Q34.1 Mobile library 77% 2% 2% 5% 10% 4% 3% 

Q35.1 Policing in the parish 37% 22% 32% 7% 1% 0% 12% 

Q36.1  Parish Council 46% 4% 5% 27% 16% 2% 12% 

Q37.1 Consultation by PC 47% 4% 10% 23% 13% 3% 12% 

Q38.1 District councillor 68% 8% 8% 11% 5% 1% 7% 

Q39.1 County Councillor 71% 5% 10% 9% 4% 1% 6% 

Q40.1 Anglican Church 61% 2% 3% 15% 18% 2% 7% 

Q41.1 Baptist Church 73% 1% 0% 5% 14% 7% 5% 

Q42.1 The village shop 4% 1% 1% 7% 30% 57% 15% 

Q43.1 The pub 34% 12% 19% 24% 7% 3% 11% 

Q44.1 The post office 5% 1% 2% 6% 29% 58% 16% 

Q45.1 The Parish newsletter 9% 0% 4% 29% 45% 12% 16% 

 Would help with 

opinions 

Y
eses 

N
os 

uncon-
cerned 

concerned 

no 

est total 

Q46.1 Shopping 153 100 53 73% 18% 9% 113 

Q46.2 Transport 138 73 65 76% 13% 12% 83 

Q46.3 Housebound 126 63 63 78% 11% 11% 71 

 Appearances        

Q48.1  Domestic fencing 166 31 135 70% 6% 24% 35 

Q48.2 Hedging 185 79 106 67% 14% 19% 89 

Q48.3 Road signs 183 64 119 68% 11% 21% 72 

Q48.4 Tidyness 188 86 102 67% 15% 18% 97 

Q48.5 Telephone box 166 53 113 71% 9% 20% 60 

Q49.1 Applications fairly? 104 53 51 81% 9% 9% 60 

Q49.2 Permissions enforced 95 45 50 83% 8% 9% 51 
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Smaller roads run through the village centre past the churches and old school 
and by the shop.  There were many comments on their use by large commercial 
vehicles, and the occasional nuisance of badly parked vehicles, particularly near 
the churches. 

 

Safety 

Particular places in the road systems were seen as threats to life and limb.  56% 
of locals complained of speeding. [Q54.2] There have been three fatal accidents 
on the A378 in the parish during the last three years. Some of the danger spots 
are listed above.  The lack of pavement near Foxhound Farm on the A378 is a 
cause of anxiety (43%)[Q55.2]. The pedestrian approach to the new hall along 
the Stowey Road is thought unsatisfactory by some.  

 

ACTIONS: The ‘Speedwatch’ Group is monitoring speed on the A378.   

 

Road design and 
improvement should be 
kept under review in 
the places specified. 

Flashing speed limit 
signs have been 
suggested as an option 
on the A378. 

The possibility of a 
p a v e m e n t  n e a r 
Foxhound Farm has 
been considered for 
very many years, and 
should be kept open. 
Improvements along  
Stowey Road to the 
Village Hall could be 
considered. 
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Fivehead Parish Plan 

 

a] Crime  

There were complaints that the police were never or rarely seen.  [Q35] Policing 
in the parish was generally rated as awful or poor by 54% [73% of those 
expressing an opinion]. However, crime figures are not high. [Q20] Statistically 
5% of respondents per year had been victims of theft from their homes and 
premises and 1% victims of vehicle theft. 

29% in the parish belonged to a Neighbourhood Watch scheme. [Q9] 

 

ACTIONS:  Parish Council  to discuss questionnaire results with beat 
manager    

Extend the Watch scheme to cover more of the parish. 

 

b] Nuisances  

Litter was a concern for 9%,[Q20.5] dog fouling for 17% [Q20.6], barking dogs for 
21% [Q19.3], helicopter noise for 21% [Q19.2], bonfires  for 12% [Q19.5] and 
antisocial parking for 17% [Q19.6]. 

ACTION: We can only affirm the need for vigilance and neighbourly 
communication for most of these.   

 

Ensure people know that the 
best route for complaints is 
through the Parish Council . 

As to helicopters, the Parish 
Council is in regular contact 
with Yeovilton.  Particular 
concerns can be passed 
through the Parish Council 
to the officer concerned with 
local relations.   

6  Crime and Nuisances 
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Q
uestions 

 

O
pinions 

Y
es 

N
os 

U
nconcerned 

C
oncerned 

N
o 

E
stim

ated vil-
lage total 

Q26.1 Stay as a tennis court 58 58  90% 10% 66 116 

Q26.2 Change to multi-purpose  243 243  57% 43% 275 92 

 Wanted at Village Hall        

Q27.3 Music events 167 167  70% 30%  189 

Q27.4 Bowls 63 63  89% 11%  71 

Q27.5 Drinks machine 39 39  93% 7%  44 

Q27.6 More parking 75 75  87% 13%  85 

Q27.7 Youth rep on VH Com 98 98  83% 17%  111 

 Leisure activities wanted:        

Q29.1 Merge VH & PF committee 161 153 8 73% 27% 1% 173 

Q29.2 Village events diary 221 220 1 61% 39%  249 

Q29.3 Village organisations list 176 175 1 69% 31%  198 

Q30.1 A village cricket club 112 111 1 80% 20%  126 

Q30.2 Skittles in the village 101 100 1 82% 18%  113 

Q30.3 Social tennis 62 61 1 89% 11%  69 

Q30.4 A computer user group 66 65 1 88% 12%  74 

Q30.5 RSPB events 85 84 1 85% 15%  95 

Q30.6 Helping on the RSPB 39 38 1 93% 7%  43 

Q30.7 Off-road bike area 109 107 2 81% 19%  121 

Q31.1 Plant more trees 214 214  62% 38%  242 

Q31.2 Plant more flowers/bulbs 197 197  65% 35%  223 

Q31.3 Improve footpaths 169 169  70% 30%  191 

Q31.4 Improve bridle paths 119 119  79% 21%  135 

Q31.5 Buy a village sign 121 117 4 79% 21% 1% 133 

Q31.6 Bury  cables 173 173  69% 31%  196 

Q31.7 A bus shelter at St Martin's Cl 144 140 4 75% 25% 1% 159 

Q31.8 Compost facility? 140 132 8 77% 23% 1% 150 

Q31.9 More litter/dog poo bins? 200 196 4 66% 34% 1% 222 
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Fivehead Parish Plan 

Q
uestions 

.                                                                            
. Daily Transport                                                    

O
pinions 

Y
es 

N
os 

U
ncon-

cerned 

C
on-

cerned 

E
st village 

total 

Q16.1 Taxi 1 1  0%  1 

Q16.2 Car 253 256  45%  290 

Q16.3 Shared car 14 14  2%  16 

Q16.4 Public Transport 27 27  5%  31 

Q16.5 School/ Firm's bus 47 47  8%  53 

Q16.6 Cycle 8 8  1%  9 

Q16.7 Walk 18 18  3%  20 

Q17.1 Employees from parish? 11 11  2%  12 

Q17.2 Outside the parish? 14 14  2%  16 

Q18.1 To Church > monthly 62 62  11%  70 

Q18.2 More than once a year 57 57  10%  65 

Q18.3 Hardly ever or never 326 328  58%  372 

Q18.4 Worship outside the    
Parish 

40 40  7%  45 

 Crime & Nuisances       

Q19.1 Children's behaviour 40 40  93% 7% 45 

Q19.2 Helicopter noise 121 121  79% 21% 137 

Q19.3 Barking dogs 118 118  79% 21% 134 

Q19.4 Other nuisance 57 57  91% 9% 65 

Q19.5 Bonfires 70 70  88% 12% 79 

Q19.6 Antisocial parking 95 95  83% 17% 108 

Q20.1 Theft from your home 19 19  97% 3% 22 

Q20.2 Theft from premises 38 38  93% 7% 43 

Q20.3 Vehicle theft 13 13  98% 2% 15 

Q20.4 Vandalism 16 16  97% 3% 18 

Q20.5 Littering/graffiti 48 48  91% 9% 54 

Q20.6 Dog fouling 93 93  83% 17% 105 

Q21.1 Use a delivery service? 160 160  71% 29% 181 

Q22.1 Join bulk oil purchase? 156 154 2 73% 27% 174 

Q23.1 Use rights of way? 243 241 2 57% 43% 273 

Q24.1 Access a problem? 67 66 1 88% 12% 75 

Q25.1 Paths map? 287 287  49% 51% 325 
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a] Village Hall and Playing Field  

Many village activities take place 
here. 

Currently the hall is used by the 
Fellowship & Leisure Club, WI, 
Bridge Club, Drama Group, 
painting class, chair aerobics 
class, badminton, and the 
playgroup as well as for private 
functions. 

The Steering Committee solicited 
questions from the Village Hall and 
Playing Field committees and have 
fed back to them all responses that 
could reasonably be seen to be within their remit; both have replied and have 
taken on board those issues they practicably can. Issues raised and responses 
can be found in appendices G and H. 

OBJECTIVES:  To maintain the existing uses and activities. 

  To raise awareness of what is already available. 

  To promote maximum use of Hall and Playing Field. 

ACTIONS: These are listed in Appendices G and H 

 

b] Youth and Children  

Currently there are youth activities at the Baptist Church on Thursday evening for 
10 to 13 year olds and 13 to 18 years. See Appendix I 

The playgroup meets in the Village Hall four mornings a week.  

 

c] Classes and Leisure Activities  

In response to an open question [Q28] the following suggestions for activities 
came forward NB: 145 people wanted some form of exercise class: 

 

7  Leisure, Recreation and Education  
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Fivehead Parish Plan 

· 48 yoga 

· 37 dance classes  

· 31 computers  

· 23 exercise class  

· 22 history  

· 13 art  

· 12 pilates  

· 12 things for 
youth  

· 8 access  

· 8 children 
activities 

· 8 landscaping  

· 8 language  

· 7 aerobics  

· 7 garden  

· 7 music   

· 6 table tennis  

· 5 dancing line  

· 5 NVQs  

· 5 sport  
 

OBJECTIVES:    To meet the leisure and educational needs of the parishioners. 

ACTION:  Use an ‘Open Day On Leisure’ to facilitate the formation of 
groups and classes etc by encouraging someone to lead the 
activities.  

  Contact SCC Adult Learning and Leisure.  

Other subjects could be offered as clubs or societies. 

d] RSPB (Q30.5 & 6] 

84 people expressed interest in helping on the RSPB reserve. Volunteers will be 
needed to help coppice areas of woodland. 

 Organised and guided walks with a specific purpose, e.g. wild flower finding and 
identifying, are some of the social events being planned by the RSPB. (See 
Appendix J) 

ACTION: In the hands of the RSPB [01458 252805] 
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Q
uestions 

AGE 

N
um

ber 

Y
es 

%
 of population 

P
er household 

%
 H

ouseholds 
w

ith 

E
st village total 

Q11.1 Under 5  14 14 5% 0.11 11% 16 

Q11.2 5-10 years 26 26 5% 0.11 11% 29 

Q11.3 11-15 years 41 41 7% 0.17 17% 46 

Q11.4 16-18 years 16 16 3% 0.07 7% 18 

Q11.5 19-24 years 32 32 6% 0.13 13% 36 

Q11.6 25-44 years 88 88 16% 0.37 37% 100 

Q11.7 45-60 years 152 152 27% 0.63 63% 172 

Q11.8 61-70 years 93 93 17% 0.39 39% 105 

Q11.9 71-80 years 44 44 8% 0.18 18% 50 

Q11.91 > 80 35 35 6% 0.15 15% 40 

 Resident in Fivehead       

Q12.1 less than a year 37 37 7%   42 

Q12.2 1-5 years 124 124 22%   140 

Q12.3 6-15years 175 175 31%   198 

Q12.4 16-25years 103 103 18%   117 

Q12.5 26-50years 71 71 13%   80 

Q12.6 51+ years 25 25 4%   28 

Q14.1 Below school age  15 15 3%  6% 17 

Q14.2 In full time education 90 90 16%  37% 102 

Q14.3 Employed full time 116 116 21%  48% 131 

Q14.4 Employed part time 72 72 13%  30% 82 

Q14.5 Unemployed 6 6 1%  2% 7 

Q14.6 Self employed  61 61 11%  25% 69 

Q14.7 Unwaged house person 21 21 4%  9% 24 

Q14.8 Retired 157 157 28%  65% 178 

Q14.9 Other 11 11 2%  5% 12 

 Working from home       

Q15.1 always/often 85 85 15%   96 

Q15.2 seldom 79 79 14%   89 

Q15.3 never 249 249 44%   282 
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Fivehead Parish Plan 

Q
uestion 

Statistics 

N
um

ber 

 

P
er house-

hold 

%
 of resi-
dents 

%
 house-

holds w
ith 

P
er person 

E
st village 

total 

 Households 241      273 

Q1.1 Residents 561  2.328    635 

Q2.1  Housebound 8  0.033 1% 3%  9 

Q2.2 Disabled  27  0.112 5% 11%  31 

Q3.1 Cars 391  1.622  90% 0.70 443 

Q3.2 Agricultural vehicles  41  0.17  10% 0.07 46 

Q3.3 Motorcycles 45  0.187  10% 0.08 51 

Q3.4 bicycles 301  1.249  47% 0.54 341 

Q3.5 Commercial vehicles 17  0.071  6% 0.03 19 

Q4.1 Cats 125  0.519  29% 0.22 142 

Q4.2 Dogs 124  0.515  32% 0.22 140 

Q4.3 Horses 34  0.141  5% 0.06 39 

Q4.4 Other 256  1.062  16% 0.46 290 

 POWER 

N
um

ber 
w

ith 

N
os 

%
 

H
ouses 
w

ith 

M
ain 

S
ubsidi-
ary 

W
ant 

 

Q5.1 Oil  158  66% 24% 42% 2% 179 

Q5.2 Electricity 233  97% 56% 41% 2% 264 

Q5.3  Solid fuel 59  24% 2% 23% 0% 67 

Q5.4   LPG  32  13% 2% 12% 2% 36 

Q5.5    Wood  114  47% 2% 45% 1% 129 

Q5.6 solar/wind 6  2% 0% 2% 17% 7 

Q5.7 convert to mains gas  91 105    38% 104 

Q6.1 Mains drainage 192  80%    219 

Q6.2 Other sewage 44  18%    50 

Q7.1 an internet connection 149 80 62%    169 

Q7.2 Broadband 99 130 41%    112 

Q8.1 off street parking 215 22 89%    244 

Q9.1 neighbourhood watch 70 156 29%    80 

Q10.1 SEX female = 48% male = 48%   

 
categories were   self-
selected. Some chose 
multiple descriptions. 

B
ritish/
U

k 

W
hite / 

W
A

S
/P

 

C
 of E

 
E

nglish   

C
auca-
sian 

E
uro-

pean 

S
cot 

W
elsh 

A
nglo-

S
axon 

Q13.1 ethnicity 216 191 87  13 12 11 2  1 2 
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8  The Environment 

a] Environment and Identity  

The overall impression we have is that its inhabitants find Fivehead and Swell a 
pleasant parish in which to live and enjoy being here. They would, however, like 
to make some improvements and alterations. 

21% would like the Parish to have a distinctive sign, though 80% were           
unconcerned. [Q31.5] 

ACTION: Ascertain actual support for this, cost and position. 

35% would like to plant more flowers/bulbs. [Q31.2] 

ACTION: Volunteers are already working to improve the surroundings of the  
Village Hall and playing field but more are needed. 

33% would like to plant more trees. An 
offer to provide and plant the trees has 
been made. [Q31.1] 

ACTION: Approach individuals and       
landowners and the SSDC (verges) for 
sites where trees can be planted. 

The community was generally very 
happy with the current refuse services: 
[Q 33]. General refuse [grey wheelie bin] 
was rated as good or better by 46%: food 
waste [brown bin] by 54%: recycling 
[open box] by 60%. 

ACTION: the Parish Council should   
report this if asked: the services need to 
be      supported and continued. 

31% would like power cables buried. [Q31.6] 

ACTION: Consult with Parish Council  and Western Electricity at an appropriate 
time. 

A question on street lighting was omitted from the questionnaire in error; 
amongst the few responses which mentioned it some were strongly opposed. 

ACTION: In the unlikely event of any proposal a full parish consultation would 
have to be undertaken. 
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Fivehead Parish Plan 

b] Compost  [Q31.8] 

132 people [23%] say they would use a parish compost facility, but as yet no 
group has come forward to organise one.  This will depend on local initiative.  

OBJECTIVES: To provide an amenity which would deal with garden waste 
sensitively and improve the soil. 

ACTION: To encourage self-help and provide appropriate information. 

 

c] Footpaths and Rights of Way [Q31.3 & 4] 

The condition of existing footpaths was a concern for many - a total of 288 re-
spondents [30%]. The Parish Council has a Rights of Way Officer. 

OBJECTIVE: To utilise, improve and enjoy the many footpaths and bridleways 
in the parish.  

ACTION: This is already being 
addressed by the Parish Council, 
an area at a time.  

ACTION: Inform the Clerk to the 
Parish Council  of paths needing 
attention.  

ACTION: Set up a working party to 
clear/maintain paths on a regular 
basis. 

A map of the paths was also    
requested by 51%. [Q25.1] 

ACTION: Produce a map for display which would also be available at the shop. 

 

d] Green Issues  

There was not a great deal on green issues in the questionnaire and response, 
but in the last year or so they have been given far greater urgency.   

Action will be needed in the future by individuals and local authorities. 

At present six households use solar or wind micro generation [Q5.6].  While 
more may wish to do this, the cost is an inhibiting factor. 
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11. Community Spirit  

a] Neighbourliness: Form teams for visiting needy people.        IG BC Z 

· Odd-job volunteers to do small DIY jobs for the same target groups.  
              IG BC Z  

· Summer holiday clubs for youngsters and/or  pensioners.          BC IG  

· Monitor  the scale of need for social support and how it is being met.  
                    Z IG 

c] Levels of Involvement 

· addressing these items will be up to the body concerned.  PC BC VH PF 

· Come forward if you have something to offer.               IG Z 

c] Cohesion:  

· Review effectiveness of how organisations communicate.                        
              IG PC BC VH PF 

· Ascertain level of support/interest in a village social committee  Z IG 

12 What Next?  

· Every parish organisation to agree a consensus on the composition and 
role of a Parish Action Committee.          
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Fivehead Parish Plan 

· Volunteers are needed to improve the surroundings of the Village Hall and 
playing field.             Z PF VH 

· Approach individuals and landowners and the SSDC (verges) for sites 
where trees can be planted.       PC  

· Parish Council should report positively on refuse services if asked: the 
services need to be supported and continued.    PC  

· Consult with SSDC and Western Electricity over burying power cables   
         PC  

· In the unlikely event of any proposal for street lighting a full parish       
consultation would have to be undertaken.                 PC  

b] Compost 

: To encourage self-help and provide appropriate information.  PC  

c] Footpaths and Rights of Way 

· Paths are already being addressed by the PC, an area at a time.  PC  

· Inform the Clerk to the PC of paths needing attention.   Z IG 

· Set up a working party to clear/maintain paths on a regular basis. IG  PC  

· Produce a  paths map and make available.   PC  

d] Green Issues: Advice from and liaison with SSDC could be helpful using their 
experiences at Bow's Yard in Langport.             Z IG PC  

9. Housing and Planning  

· Produce a policy statement and refer it to SSDC  PC  

· Parish Council  to report disquiet over the standards of the SSDC      
Planning Service to SSDC and publish response.                           PC 

10. Communications  

· Produce and make available a parish events list/diary   PC  

· Organisations List to be produced and posted on website with  hardcopy 
available on notice board and at shop.    PC  
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9  Housing and Planning 

We did not explore the extent of double-glazing or insulation.  The new Village 
Hall was built to high specifications to maximise heat efficiency and uses       
rainwater to flush toilets, but did not include micro generation. 

OBJECTIVE: Aim to find green solutions and adopt greener ways of living. 

ACTION: Advice from and liaison with SSDC could be helpful, using their       
experience from Bow's Yard in Langport. 

In general there is a good mix of housing; mostly private, built in many periods 
from Tudor to the present day with some social housing (some of which are now 
in private ownership), and a sheltered housing complex in St Martins Close. 

251 responses to Question 50 
anticipated some housing need in 
the next ten years. On an annual 
basis this could represent a     
demand for: 

· 2 for sheltered housing,  

· 4 family homes to rent,  

· 7 family homes to buy,  

· 8 starter homes to rent and  

· 9 starter homes to buy. 

 

But a significant number of responses were plainly duplicated with people      
expressing their various options, e.g. home to rent OR buy. 

The Parish Council felt that the Questionnaire response figures are probably   
biased to the theoretical desire to see housing available for say children of     
residents rather than representing an actual current need. The Council is not 
against low cost housing in Fivehead it merely feels that it is unlikely that a firm 
need could be proven. 
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Fivehead Parish Plan  

The questionnaire found that most people wanted any new housing development 
to be in small clusters or to in-fill spaces within the parish. [Q52] 

OBJECTIVE: ensure that housing development is in line with the views 
expressed by parishioners. 

ACTION: Produce a policy statement and refer it to SSDC. 

There was significant disquiet over the standards of the SSDC Planning Service 
with 49% of respondents dissatisfied. 53% said decisions were not adequately 
enforced. [Q49] 

ACTION: Parish Council  to report to SSDC and publish response.  

There is a bimonthly parish 
newsletter, produced on behalf of 
the Parish Council  with church 
insets which was rated good or 
excellent by 57%. [Q45] Events are 
advertised in the Newsletter and on 
notices in the village shop and on 
the Parish notice board. 

 

During the life of the Steering 
Committee a parish website has 
been set up,              www.fivehead
-village.org.uk, which amongst 
other things, provides a parish 
events list/diary, minutes of the 
Parish Council  meetings and the 
Steering Committee .  It must, 
however, be remembered that 
many of our older residents do not 
have access to the website. 

OBJECTIVE: To further improve communication within the parish. 

ACTION: Parish events list/diary to be posted and maintained on the notice 
board. A print-out from the website should be sufficient. 

10 Communications 
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 5 Traffic and Road Safety  

· PC to continue its efforts to resolve the visibility problems   PC  

· Safety: The Road Group is monitoring speed on the A378.    IG 

· Road improvements should be kept under review in the places specified. 
        PC  

· Flashing lights have been suggested as an option on the A378. IG 

· Keep open the possibility of a pavement on the A378 and Stowey Rd.  PC  

6. Crime and Nuisances  

a] Crime:  to discuss questionnaire results with beat manager    PC  

·  Extend the Watch scheme to cover more of the parish.   IG 

b] Nuisances 

· Exercise vigilance and neighbourly communication            Z, PC  

7. Leisure, Recreation and Education  

a] Village Hall and Playing Field  

· Projects are listed in Appendices G and H       VH PF IG 

b] Youth and Children: aspirations are listed in Appendix I             Z BC 

c] Classes and Leisure Activities: 
· Use an ‘Open Day On Leisure’ to facilitate the formation of groups, 

classes etc by finding someone to lead the activities.   Z AC IG PFVH 

· Contact SSCC about Adult Learning and Leisure.      IG 

· Other subjects e.g. history could be offered as clubs or societies.    IG 

d] RSPB : In the hands of the RSPB [01458 252805] - see Appendix J 

8. The Environment  

a] Environment and Identity 

· Ascertain actual support for a distinctive sign and cost and position PC  
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Fivehead Parish Plan 

Summary of Action Points 

This appendix lists action points, with suggestions as to where responsibility 
should lie. To assist with this, the following responsibility codes are provided:  

AC Action Committee 
BC Baptist Church 
FG Funding Advisory Group 
IG Dedicated Interest Group 
PC Fivehead Parish Council  
PF Fivehead Playing Field Management Committee 
VH Fivehead Village Hall Management Committee 
WM Webmaster 
Z  Individuals 

 

List of Actions 

3) Village Organisations  

a] : Support the Parish Council in its work on our behalf.                   Z 

b] : Support the churches in their stewardship of buildings and in their work with 
youth and age, and where appropriate co-operate in this.                  Z 

c] : Join the Village Hall committee, support it, Organise classes and run events 
in the Hall,.                                                                                       Z, IG 

d] :  Support the Playing Field committee’s work.                                      Z, IG 

       Join the committee, Run events at the field                            Z, IG 

4 Facilities and Services  

a] :  Support, use and campaign for the Post Office       Z 

b] :  Support the promising efforts of the new pub management  Z,IG 

c] :  We should encourage the use of the bus service.               Z,PC 

·    Ask the bus service provider to reduce the fares.   PC  

·    Explore SSDC subsidisation of bus fares.    PC  

·    Pursue a bus shelter at St Martins Close.    PC 
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11  Community Spirit 

In order to communicate with and obtain information from the Parish the Steering 
Committee published a newsletter ‘Fivehead Matters’. To date five issues have 
been produced and distributed since November 2005. 

176 people wanted an organisations list which would be useful to newcomers to 
the parish and anyone wishing to pursue a hobby or interest. 

ACTION: List to be produced and posted on website with  hardcopy available on 
notice board and at shop. 

 

 

 

People enjoy living here.  
They are friendly and like to 

help one another.  Many 
good things are happening 

and in their different ways 
organisations and many 

individuals are contributing 
to make Fivehead a really 

good community to live in.   

 

a] Neighbourliness:   

There are many retired people in the parish [Q14.8]:  the Fivehead Fellowship & 
Leisure Club is well supported in its programme of meetings and outings. In   
addition to youth work the Baptist Church provides a Friday morning “drop in” for 
coffee; there are film matinees every couple of months. There is a Tuesday   
service in St Martins sheltered housing complex [App I]. 

There are 8 housebound and 27 disabled people. [Q2] 63 would help in cases of 
need (Q21), 73 with transport, and 100 with shopping [Q46], but there is no  
structure or organisation: at present people depend on knowing one another. Is 
this enough, now the village has grown and people come and go?   

OBJECTIVES:  encourage help for the less able in the parish, and keep under 
review the scale of need and how it is being met. 

ACTION:  the Baptist church hopes to form visiting teams for purposes stated 
above and also to do small DIY odd jobs. [App I] 
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b] Levels of Involvement: 

The questionnaire reveals how many people had no interest in some of the    
village organisations.  Could this be apathy? 

 

 58% offered no opinion of the Parish Council  [Q36] 
 60% had no opinion of consultations by Parish Council   [Q37] 
 65%+ offered no opinion of the buses. [Q32] 

69% offered no opinion of St Martin’s Church [Q40] 
74% had no opinion of the District Councillor [Q38] 
77% had no opinion of the County Councillor [Q39]  

 78% offered no opinion of the Baptist Church [Q41] 
 80% offered no opinion of the mobile library [Q34] 
 

But 95% use the shop and Post Office [Q42 & 44].  When we sent round an   
edition of Fivehead Matters asking people to reaffirm interest and offer help in 
organising leisure pursuits, and co-operative enterprises, the response was very 
small.  The Road Speed Watch has been started; an offer has been received to 
organise bulk oil purchase [Q22]; a local history group has started, and other 
offers are reflected in this Plan. 

ACTION:  We need to support our village: come forward if you have something to 
offer and join in when things that interest you are organised. 

 

c] Cohesion: 

There also seems to some a lack of cohesion and good communication between 
different organisations and interested parties and individuals.  When the parish 
organisations we spoke to studied the responses, they pointed out that there was 
a level of confusion and lack of knowledge about their roles and what was    
available and practicable.  Examples are – building a swimming pool at the   
Playing Field, outside lighting at the Village Hall, burying electric cables. This 
could be solved in part by better communication. It was also suggested that a 
village committee be set up with responsibility for organising social and fund  
raising activities. 

 
ACTION: Organisations to consider the effectiveness of the ways in which they 
communicate 
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Steering Committee Members have included: 

 
Keith Summers - Chairman  No. 1  281418 

Mervyn Wilson—Secretary   281558 

Richard Chedzoy—Treasurer  281811 

Barry Knox — Analyst   281341 

Andrew Barrett— Website   281520 

Malcolm Cavill    281750 

Sue Jackson      281228 

Margaret Knox    281341 

Bob Powell     281489 

Harry Price     281573 

Margaret Smith    281555 

Kevin Stevens - Chairman No. 2  281395 

John Taylor     281424 

Bruce Whittle     281892 

This report is based on the questionnaires received by 12/11/2006. Its 
purpose is to give a general picture of the main issues covered in the 
questionnaire. In order to do so some data have been simplified. Some 
data and charts in this report show actual responses received and some 
are based on an extrapolated village population of 635 where in the 
judgement of the Steering Group this gives a more useful picture. Some 
percentages may not add up to 100% because of rounding. Some  
opinions and questionnaires were unclear and in such cases the   
Steering Group has used its judgement in recording the results. 
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62% 38%

65% 35%

79% 21%

69% 31%

66% 34% 1%

67% 14% 19%

67% 15% 18%

Plant more trees

Plant more flowers/bulbs

buy a village sign

bury  cables

more litter/dog poo bins?

tidier hedging

improve tidiness

no opinion/not supported want opposed

Environment and Identity  

We put the question about appearances, whether or not people liked the 

look of some things.  Here we come on to image: the village image, the 
suburban image, and there were some views expressed against 

anything thought to be non-village like, such as street lighting, certain 

types of fence and a village sign. What gives identity to a village?  This 

is hard to answer and one response made that point “the new village 
hall is a monstrous eyesore, but what goes on in it is really good”. 

· 166 people said they would like the telephone box to be cleaner 

Green Issues: 

This is another sort of environmental concern.  People would like more 

use of solar energy.  Some regret the ending of the green waste       

collection;  some would like to see a cardboard collecting facility,       
perhaps at the village hall.  In answer to a specific question on         

composting, 140 said they would use a community composting facility. 

Figure 27 
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The function of 
the Steer ing 
Committee was 
to research and 
compile this plan. 
As part of that 
p r o c e s s  w e   
explored a very 
wide range of 
wants, needs and 
p e r c e p t i o n s 
w i t h i n  t h e      
community. With 
the publication of 
this plan our task 
is at an end.  
However we feel 
that a proper 
response to the 
issues identified requires a formal structure.  A Parish Action Committee has 
been suggested.  This could be put to a public meeting.  Some of the existing 
committee are willing to become members.  The meeting would be an            
opportunity to secure village backing, and to agree on the constitution of the new 
committee, its aims and objectives, and to appoint its members. 

A significant number of the desires identified in responses to the questionnaire 
revolve around Community Issues. Many of these are not within the remit of the 
Parish Council  and have not as yet been taken on by the various Parish        
Organisations. 

ACTION:  The Steering Committee with the Parish Council to initiate discussion 
with all parish organisations to agree on the composition and role of the Action 
Committee, and then put their proposals to a public meeting with a view to setting 
it up. 

OBJECTIVE: To encourage a more cohesive social organisation for the parish 
and explore potential for a village social committee with responsibility for        
organising regular events such as films and music. 

ACTION: ascertain level of support/interest and seek volunteers to organise. 

 

 

12  What Next? 
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Project Potential Sponsor 

Bulk oil purchase scheme  Specific Issue Group 

Parish entertainment group Particular Interest Groups 

Organisations list  Parish Council  

Parish diary Parish Council  

Village Hall projects 
Village Hall / Playing Field Commit-

tees 

Playing Field - 
Village Hall / Playing Field Commit-

tees 

Bus shelter in St Martins Close  Parish Council  

Parish Action Committee All village organisations 

Speed reduction Speedwatch Group, Parish Council 

List of possible major projects  
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Buses 
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140 people wanted a bus shelter in St Martin’s 
Close. 
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Figure 25 

Figure 26 
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����
Village Facilities 

99 53 409

72 65 424

62 63 436

give help with
shopping

help folks with
transport

assist the
housebound

would wouldn't no response

154

39

132

join bulk oil purchase

help at the RSPB

use a compost
facility

Figure 23 

Figure 24 

Some of us would …... 

· 160 of us use a bulk delivery service or one kind or another 

Some of us would …... 

Neighbourliness 
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Questionnaire Result - Table of Contents 

        

 

 

· About the village     21—23 

· Youth and Children       23 

· Crime and Nuisances       24 

· Housing and Planning    25 — 26 

· Traffic      26— 28 

· Footpaths and other Rights of Way       29 

· Local Government        29 

· Community services       30 

· Village Hall and Playing Field     32 

· Classes  and Leisure activities     32 

· Wants        33 

· Community Spirit, Communications      34 

· Neighbourliness       34 

· Facilities and Services    34 — 36 

· Environment and Identity       37 
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Our population [extrapolated from questionnaires re ceived]
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About Us 

Figure 1 

We have: 

More domestic animals than house-
holds! 

More people than domestic animals! 

A low number of disabled and house-
bound people. 

Ages of our population 

16

29

46

18

36

50

100

172

105

40

Under 5 years

5-10 years

11-15 years

16-18 years

19-24 years

25-44 years

45-60 years

61-70 years

71-80 years

Over 80 years

Figure 2 

Our age distribution shows a 
weighting to the elderly 

· 195 over 60 yrs 

· 145 under 25 yrs 

· 272 between those ages 
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Community Spirit & Communications 
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· 176 people voted for a village organisations list�

�

· 29% of respondents rated the Village Newsletter as OK and 
57% as Good or Excellent. 
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Wants 

Indoor wants

167

102

101

63

66

music events

badminton club

skittles in the village

bowls

a computer user group

Figure 21 

 

62

85

109 112

144

53

Outdoor wants

Social Tennis

RSPB events

Off road bike area

village cricket club

bus shelter

cleaner 'phone box

Figure 22 
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Length of time here
42

140

198

117

80

28

<1 year

1-5 years

6-15years

16-25years

26-50years

51+ years

 Figure 3 · 180 people have been 
here less than five 
years.  

·  198 people have 
been here between 
five and fifteen years. 

· Where did they all 
come from? 

What do people do all day? 

178

24

69

12

7

82

131

102

17Below  school age 

In full time education

Employed full time

Employed part time

Unemployed

Self employed 

Unw aged houseperson

Retired

Other

Figure 4 

Some people 

have multiple 

occupations 
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 Figure 5 

How do we get about? 

1

287

16

31

53

9

20

To w ork by taxi

Car

Shared car

Public Transport

School/ Firm's bus

Cycle

Walk

There are: 

· 341 bicycles 

· 443 cars 

But: 

· Only 9 people use a bicycle to travel 
to work. 

We are a commuter village. 

 
 

 

You said: 
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· 12 requests for various activities specifically for youth 

· Youth club at the Baptist Church 

· Brownie Group at the church 

· Football and other sports facilities at the playing field 

· There is a play group in the village hall. 

Youth and Children 

Final Report Appendix B - Questionnaire Results 

 

32 

 
 

Classes and Leisure Activities  

48

37

31

23

22

13

12

8

7

7

7

8

6

5

5

5

4literature

line dancing

NVQs

sport

table tennis

aerobics

gardening

music

children activities

language

pilates

art

history

exercise class

computers

dance classes

yoga

Some of the other classes mentioned 
included: 

· Adult education 

· Bingo 

· Poetry 

· Cookery 

· Crafts 

· Salsa Dancing 
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Figure 20 
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Village Hall and Playing Field 

Figure 19 

153 people favoured merging the Village Hall and Playing Field Committees and 
8 were opposed. 
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Written responses also requested almost every form of sport including rugby, 

netball, basketball, social tennis, cricket team and a swimming pool, although 

none were in significant numbers. 

4

8

8

39
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98

153

stage and curtains

landscape VH

tarmac the access

drinks machine in V  Hall

more parking at V Hall

outside lighting at V Hall

youth rep on VH Com

merge VH and PF committee
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Figure 7 

 Nuisances
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Quality of Life Figure 6 

Figure 7 

Incidence of Crime [actual]

Vehicle 
theft
2%

littering/
graff iti

6%

Vandalism
2%Theft from 

premises
5%

Theft from 
your home

2%

none
71%

dog fouling
12%

Comments included: 
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Concern was 
expressed about: 

· Speed on the 
A378 and lack 
of 
enforcement 

· Misuse of 
bridleways 
and footpaths 
by motor 
bikes. 
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Anticipated housing needs [actual]

Family 
home to 

buy
10%

Sheltered 
housing

3%

Family 
home to 

rent
6%

Starter 
home to 

rent
12%

Starter 
home to 

buy
14%

no need
55%

Figure 10 

Only 50 people responded to 
the questions on planning. 

· 11% were satisfied 

· 9% were dissatisfied 

Planning Decisions

fair
51%

unfair
49%

Planning enforcement

unfair
53%

fair
47%

Figure 8 Figure 9 

Housing and Planning 
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These places can be looked at as foci of the community and hubs of the village, 
as well as providing individual facilities.  Evaluation will take both into account. 

Written comments included: 
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Use of church and chapel  

· 60 persons used one or the other at least monthly 

· 55 at least once a year 

· 40 worshipped outside the parish 

· 325 were not interested   

0%
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20%
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40%

50%

60%
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80%

not used aw ful poor OK good excellent

St Martin
Baptist
Shop
Crown Inn
Post Office

Figure 18 

Community Services 
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119Improve bridle paths

Improve footpaths

use rights of w ay?

access a problem?

a footpaths map

Figure 16 
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Figure 17 
Local Government 

Footpaths and other Rights of Way 
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Development preferences 
[actual]

no 
opinion
17%

Larger 
develop
ments
1%

small 
clusters

35%

none
25%

low  
cost
22%

Development location
 [actual]
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main 
village

9%
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16%
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pockets

31%

no 
opinion
44%

Figure 11 Figure 12 

 

We asked specific questions and also invited written comment. There were more 
written comments on traffic than on any other subject, chiefly in the boxes      
provided. The following graph gives the ticked response. 

Traffic control

84%

74%

76%

61%
34%

16%

19%

9%
7%

7%

8%

6%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

speed limit

humps

pinch points

signposts

not supported want opposed

Figure 13 

Traffic Concerns 
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There is no great concern over the frequency of traffic, but 56% were worried 
about speed.  

Written comments included: 
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Speed is chiefly an issue on A378, but some complained of it on Butchers Hill. 

The number of persons who are concerned is not large. A close look at the 
questionnaires shows that it depends where people live. 

 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

traffic  too
frequent

fast

too big 

Traffic problems no problem

w orried

unconcerned

Figure 14 

too fast 
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When looking at the above graph keep in mind that people have drawn attention 
to areas of the road they know and use.  

The graph suggests that two issues are of some general concern: 

Visibility at the top of Butchers Hill. Analysis shows those who don’t use it don’t 
have a problem! However, concern was expressed about most of the other  
junctions along the A378, including those at Ganges Hill and the road to Swell.  

43% of people thought more pavement at the west end of the A378 would be a 
good idea. 

There were strongly worded calls for action to stop speeding accidents at     
Tanyard Farm. 

A few people thought there is also a problem at the centre of the village. 

Complaints of large lorries and antisocial parking were frequent among         
residents in Millers Orchard and that area of the village from the Baptist church: 

33 people complained of size [6% of respondents] 

41% 51% 8%

49% 43% 9%

83% 17%

visibility A378
/Butcher's Hill

more pavement
on A378?

antisocial parking

Road problems

no opinion there's a problem there's no problem

Figure 15 


