
                        FFFiveheadiveheadivehead   

                            Village 

                                                Newsletter    
    

PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY 

BY 

FIVEHEAD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

      No.   124            JUNE            2008 

 
Parish Council 

 

Chairman         Mr    M.   Cavill          281750 

Vice Chairman        Mrs   H    Clarke             281634 

Members 

                   Mr    G     Balmer          281578 

          Mrs   K    Beacham         281414 

                           Mrs    N   Cameron         281358 

          Mr.    R    Fielding          282934          

          Mr     K    Male          281233 

Clerk                          Mrs   M    Knox              281341 

 

SMITH PLANNING & DESIGN LTD. 

Drawings for Planning & Building Regulations approval 
GARY SMITH, Wayside, Fivehead, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6PQ. 

Tel: 01460 281555 Fax: 01460 281901 Mobile: 07831-222194 

Email: gary.smith 555@btinternet.com 

G. J. BAILEY 

ELECTRICIAN 
(JUST STARTED TRADING:) 

 

New Build’s, re-wire’s, extensions, garages, kitchen/bathroom re-furbs. 

Fault finding, Test and inspection. 

 

COMPETITIVELY PRICED 

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FRIENDLY HELPFUL CHAT. 

EXPERIENCED IN ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 

                                           

Tel: 01460 281899: 07971 558874                  email:-gbailey522@btinternet.com                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

City&Guilds Qualified:  

2360 (electrical installation theory)  pt1 2360 (installation, commissioning and fault diagnosis) 

pt2 2381 (16th edition regs)  2391 (inspection, testing and certification of electrical  installations) 

 
Crown Fivehead Golf Society 

 
CFGS would welcome any new members interested in joining this long estab-

lished group.  It is intended to increase our current programme to one outing per 

month from April to October. Our Charity Golf Day 2008 will be on Friday 15th 

August and will be supporting the Action Duchenne Charity which is a debilitat-

ing disease affecting children.  

For details:- Contact R. Hadfield 281904 or H. Price 281573 

***************************** 

100 Club Winners (April) 
 

1st: £50 Tyler  2nd:  £25 Land  3rd:  £10 Winstanley     

  4th extra entry in May Draw  Shakespeare 

 



Langport Shopping Bus…..Tuesday and Fridays 
 

     Stowey Road………...10.14       Surgery……………….………12.05 

Langport Town Hall….10.30       Langport Shopping Precinct….12.06 approx 

      Surgery……………...10.32      Stowey Road……….……….   12.23. 

WOODLANDS 
Building Contractors and CORGI Registered Plumbers 

For all your building and maintenance work 

 from minor alterations and extensions  

to barn conversions and new housing. 

G Woodland & Sons Ltd, 

Hatch Beauchamp, Taunton, Somerset TA3 6TW  

Telephone 01823 480248 Fax 01823 480239 

 

Fivehead Village Post Office & Store 
Jean & Lynn Griffiths 

01460 281271 
Fresh fruit and vegetables                                       fresh bread 

                      

                                     Full range of groceries & Provisions 

 

Fresh Milk and Dairy Produce                                Photocopier/Fax 

 

Wide range of Wines –spirits  - beers 

 
Cards for all Occasions Stationery Products and Books 

Daily Papers (Excl: Sunday.) 

 

Plus Post Office Services 

Including flowers by Post, Foreign Exchange, Bill Payments and much more 

Hopefully everything you would expect from your Village Shop 

IF NOT PLEASE TELL US 

Fivehead Village Hall Fund Raising Group  
 

First, our apologies to those who had booked for the Quiz Night planned for April. We 

had to cancel because we only had a very small number of advance bookings. We have 

heard since that others were intending to come. This is a shame and we are sorry for the 

disappointment caused. However we cannot put an event on unless we know that we 

have enough interest to make it  worthwhile. We will try again in the Autumn so please 

do book a place for that . 

 

Our next event is our Open Gardens Day on 8 June, 12.00 - 5.30pm. 12 Gardens to 

visit, plant sales and, from 2.00pm. cream teas at the Hall. Entry fee for Adults is £3.50 

and covers all 12 gardens. Accompanied children free. Sorry, no dogs in the gardens. 

We hope you will enjoy the opportunity to visit some neighbourhood gardens and take 

a cream tea at the Hall. 

 

After that we will be concentrating, along with all the Village groups on the Village 

Fete on 4 August. 

 

For the Autumn/Winter 2008 we are planning a Quiz Night, a Take Art event and the 

Christmas Fair. 

 

For information about any of the above please telephone me  

Ann Whittle on 01460 281892. 
 

 



  OFTEC                                    

Registered 

 
 
 
 

More Trees for South Somerset! 
 

South Somerset District Council has appointed me as Tree Planting Project 

Officer.  My name is   Barbara Collier and I have taken on the role for the 

next two years. 

 

I will be spending my time at the District promoting and facilitating various 

tree planting and tree management projects as well as co-ordinating the Dis-

trict’s Tree warden Scheme.   

 

The Project’s objective is to assist the planting of over 15,000 native broadleaf 

trees in the District over a three year period, by engaging with local communi-

ties, including Parish councils and tree wardens, and by developing contacts 

with various landowners, partner groups and compatible organisations. 

 

The environmental and social benefits of the project are wide ranging but mainly 

include carbon sequestration. Carbon sequestration is the term describing processes 

that remove carbon from the atmosphere. Through photosynthesis, plants absorb 

carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, store carbon in sugars, starch and cellulose 

and release oxygen into the atmosphere.  Other benefits of the project include bio-

diversity and landscape gain and importantly community involvement.  

 

 I am happy to visit and give free practical advise on all potential tree planting sites 

in South Somerset but am especially keen to find potential community woodland 

sites near to towns.   If you are aware of any site that could be planted up with trees 

please let me know.  I can be contacted by  

Telephone 01935 462120 or email Barbara.collier@southsomeret.gov.uk 

On Thursdays and Fridays 

  

 
 
 

 

 

Fivehead Fellowship and Leisure Club                            
                  
Tuesday April 1s   Mrs Anne Cook.  Members were again pleased to welcome Mrs Cook with a 

photographic slide show, having enjoyed years ago her first visit to the Club with a journey in 

pictures through Russia.  This time it was further abroad with a journey to South America, visit-

ing Mexico, Guatemala and the Maya.  Once again the presentation was superb, and the audi-

ence were treated to an exciting spectacle of colour and scenery, through her stunning pictures. 

Slides were often accompanied by recording of local music, which enhanced the interest of the 

viewers.  From Temples in stone with near vertical sides perched on stone stepped mounds, to 

beautiful colourful embroidery in dresses and costumes of the People. These were all recorded 

in pictures from a land far away.   In Guatemala one early Temple was built so high on a mound 

that it was at that time the highest building in the world even more than the height of the Empire 

State Building.  Such was the passion of religion to worship by these early inhabitants.  Whilst 

these Temples are crumbling with age, weather, and erosion by masses of Visitors, they are still 

the wonders of the world.    The slide presentation was then followed by our customary raffle, 

which raised the sum of £37.50. 

 

Tuesday May 6th    Half-Day Trip to Bovey Tracey & Dartmoor.  On a beautiful sunny spring 

morning, 47 Members and 2 Guests departed on an outing to a most interesting place in Bovey 

Tracey known as the House of Marbles.  This venue was on the site of the original Bovey 

Tracey Pottery, and had retained the old brick buildings, sheds and one of the huge brick kilns 

from the days of making pottery.  Starting our tour into the Museum the first room had a replica 

model of how the pottery factory looked in early days, Some examples of old  pottery ,i.e cups, 

plates made originally were in glass cases around the walls for visitors to view.  The pottery 

history went back to the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  Then next onwards into the 

more modern part of the building was displays of the multitude of current marbles mass-

produced today from Japan! available to buy in all shapes, colours and sizes. An excellent Res-

taurant was also available for lunch and refreshments, which many Members enjoyed.  Another 

room had on display a vintage American machine that originally manufactured glass marbles. 

This so large nearly took up the length of the room.   Also hanging from the walls were numer-

ous early wooden pintables Quite surprisingly to find such a fine collection from days when 

these items were so popular with early generations,  Finally we watched at the House of Mar-

bles demonstrations of glass blowing which the factory make as luxury glassware displayed in 

their showrooms. Down the road if time, Members could visit another factory which specialised 

in producing teapots and mugs of modern decorative designs.  Boarding our Coach we departed 

for the rugged and vast Dartmoor, stopping off at Hey Tor, a rock outcrop on the hilltop and the 

more energetic of our numbers either ran or walked up to this beauty spot to enjoy the fantastic 

view across the Moor and beyond.  Others wisely remained down in the Car Park to enjoy ice 

cream on the hot day. 

Short mat bowls 
 If you are interested in this activity  

a meeting will be arranged  to get it started  

Please contact Kevin Stevens on 01460 2812395 for further details. 



Fivehead Baptist Church 
 

Out of time and out of oil!   Well it had to happen one day, inevitable I guess. We ran 

out of heating oil! I knew I was low but I just kept putting it off for various reasons.  

Perhaps it was a form of denial that if I didn’t dip the tank it would just keep going. It  

didn’t. I had to get the technician out and he had to replace the filter and prime the sys-

tem before it would all work again. What is it about us humans that we naturally tend to 

procrastinate? This week is another good example. I find myself in the unusual position 

of not having to take the Sunday service. Now next week I know I am short on time and 

heavy on work and I will struggle to get the service and sermon ready before Sunday. 

The wise thing to do would be to get some or all of next weeks ready now while I have 

the time. But no I am procrastinating again. However, I don’t think this comes as a big 

surprise to God. Several times in the bible the disciples asked Jesus what would happen 

in the future concerning judgement day, they were especially keen to know when it 

would happen. Jesus gave them some clues, but he said I didn’t know the exact time, 

best be prepared don’t procrastinate. To make his point he told them a story about ten 

bridesmaids who were waiting for the bridegroom to turn up at a wedding. They needed 

oil in their lamps incase he came at night. The bridegroom was a long time and the oil in 

their lamps ran out. Five wise bridesmaids had brought some spare oil just in case, in 

other words they had prepared themselves. But the other five did not. They made a 

quick dash to the local store for more oil, but while they were gone the groom arrives 

and the wedding starts without them they are left locked outside! Let me ask you have 

you dipped your tanks lately. No not your heating oil but your spiritual tanks, are you 

prepared for judgement day or are you procrastinating? Don’t let yourself get caught 

short, be prepared. Go to church and hear the good news about Jesus or read your bible, 

I bet you have one on the shelf gathering dust somewhere, it will be next to oil distribu-

tors phone number. Now then I best look at next weeks service. Yours in Christ,  

 

Revd Keith Glover. Fivehead Baptist Church. 01460 281910.      

          R.S.P.B June/July  
2008 

 

 

Summer is a busy time for birds and other wildlife.  Many birds will actively be feeding 

their young and some birds will be ready to leave the nest, such as lapwing out on the 

moorland or grey herons in our heronry at Swell Wood.  Chicks of little egrets will be visi-

ble from our hide in the heronry, but only just, through the leaves on the trees!   

 

June and July sees a range of insects on the wing, either emerging from hibernation over 

winter, (small tortoiseshell butterflies for instance) or emerging from a larval stage (all 

dragonflies and damselflies).  Dragonflies and damselflies spend the largest part of their 

lives as a wingless nymph - underwater as a carnivorous predator, crawling along the 

edges and base of ditches or ponds, feeding on most small, aquatic insects and even some 

very small fish. Dependent on the species, they can spend two or three years or even 

longer, as an underwater nymph before emerging as a beautiful and colourful dragonfly or 

damselfly.  They tend to live as a winged insect for only the summer season to mate, lay 

eggs and either die when the winter weather approaches or become a tasty meal for a pass-

ing, summer migrant bird such as a hobby!  So enjoy the precious glimpse of a dragonfly 

or damselfly on the wing!  And during summer, there are always new things to discover on 

our guided walks, so come along to wander through a colourful array of flowers in our hay 

meadows while curlews and skylarks display and sing melodically over head!  There are 

many other great natural treasures to be found… 

June 

Sunday 8th Wildflower Walks (plus trailer ride!) (W). 

Saturday 14th There be Dragons at Greylake (G). 

July 
Saturday 12th Dragonfly and Damselfly Walk (W). 

 

(W) = West Sedgemoor – Swell Wood, (G) = Greylake. 

Please telephone the reserve office for times and details on 01458 252805  

or e-mail  west.sedgemoor@rspb.org.uk 

 

Becky Thorpe - Assistant Warden, West Sedgemoor and Greylake Reserves. 

 

Sue Atwell 
Soft Furnishings 

 
Handmade Curtains & Blinds, Cushions,  

Clothes Alterations, Zip Replacement, Hems etc. 
Cane Furniture Cushion Replacement 

       
Tel:  01460 281685                   Mobile: 07930278600 



Items for the next Newsletter should reach the Editor  

Mrs Pat Price, 7 Ganges Close, Fivehead (01460) 281573 

 by Friday 25th July for distribution early August 

The editor cannot be responsible for any errors/omissions.  

 Email me on pat-harry.price@virgin.net.  

 
Parish Council 

 
The AGM has been and gone with members largely continuing to represent Council 

within village and South Somerset organisations in the same positions as before. 

When representation is required at ad hoc meetings it is a matter of finding who is 

available to attend. 

 

There has been much interaction with the Playing Field Management Committee 

who are working towards replacing the tennis court with a Multi Use Games Area. 

(MUGA). This project would require financial support from Council before the 

PFMC can access SSDC grants, this can only be achieved by increasing the precept, 

i.e. increasing the rates. The required support would be 10% of the project cost, cur-

rently quoted at £41,907. Council is naturally concerned at the potential of escalating 

costs should the project be delayed or hit unforeseen problems. Members are having 

to give this matter much thought as there is already a high precept devoted to the 

maintenance and servicing of the existing facilities within the village. 

 

The planning application for Stillbrook Woodyard will have been before SSDC plan-

ning committee for the second time by the time this article is in print. It was deferred 

for clarification on the imposed conditions at the April meeting. The application is 

again recommended for temporary approval with conditions. 

 

If you want any advice on tree planting SSDC’s officer Barbara Collier would be 

pleased to assist. She can be contacted on Thursdays or Fridays on 01935 462120. 

 
If you have an interest in Climate Change and maybe belong to a group related to 

this topic then Mr Peter Lansdown (peter.lansdown@virgin.net) would like to hear 

from you. He is collating information relevant to this subject for local government 

purposes. 

 
 

 

 

FIVEHEAD LOCAL HISTORY  
 

Fivehead Local History Group have arranged to visit Somerset County Record Of-

fice at 7.00p.m. on Monday June 30th. for a talk on the Archive Service and, we 

hope, some sight of archives relevant to Fivehead. We are restricted in numbers but 

there may be some extra places. If you would like to join us,  

please phone Ann Leyburn on 01460 281251. 

 

******************* 

Fivehead Village Fête 
Saturday August 2nd 2008 

 

 Cricket Matches from 10.30am  

 Afternoon will commence at 2.00pm starting with a procession from the Baptist 

Chapel to the Playing Field (This will include Fancy Dress)  

Contact Kevin Stevens 2813295.  

  
  Flower/Craft show                                               Side shows and stalls.  

  Bouncy Castle and Saloon  Bar Shoot out.          Barbecue,   

 Visit by Air Ambulance (Duty permitting)          Raffle tickets (for evening draw.) 

  Flower Show Awards Presentation.                    Band/Majorettes (to be confirmed)                                                     

     

Evening:  7.30pm—11.30 By ticket only  

 

 Pig Roast/Buffet.       -      Live Music  Real Thing 

 100 Club Draw                  Raffle   

 

Contact Numbers:  General information: 

                  Richard Hadfield. 281904 Frank Doggett– 281549 

Raffle:  If you have any donations for prizes  - Pat Price 281573 

 

Watch for posters - tickets for the evening will be on sale in the shop  

We hope you will all support this event 

 



BEVERLY ANN BLINDS 
WINDOW BLIND SPECIALIST 

Fivehead/Taunton 

CONTACT RALPH 

Tel: 01823 288499 

 

FREE ESTIMATES AND FITTING 

HOME SELECTION 

 
ROLLER BLINDS        VERTICAL BLINDS            CONSERVATORIES 

WOOD VENETIANS    ALUMINIUM VENETIANS     PLEATED BLINDS 

QUALITY CURTAIN TRACK 

 

QUALITY BLINDS AT TRADE PRICES 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY  calls at Fivehead 3 weekly Tuesday 
 

Dates: June: 10,  July; 1st, 22nd, Aug: 12, 

Proposal for the formation of a 
Fivehead Domestic Fuel Oil Buying Group 

 
Individual consumers have far more clout when they combine together as a group: when 

buying a commodity (i.e. Domestic Fuel oil) in bulk, it is usually possible to negotiate a 

worthwhile discount with the supplier. 

 

How the scheme work: 
Look out for Tear-out forms in the next issue of the Fivehead News at the beginning of 

August.  These will require your name , address, telephone number, and special delivery 

instructions, and the (approximate) amount of fuel oil you require.  Large tanks usually 

have a capacity of 2,5000 litres, small tanks 1,250. Once Filled in these forms can be 

handed in at the Post Office, or returned to Rev. John Tyler, who is acting as Co-

ordinator, at 24 Ganges Close. 

 

John will collect order-forms and negotiate with suppliers for the best discount: obvi-

ously the greater the bulk order, the larger the discount for each household is likely to 

be. 

 

Oil deliveries to households will be arranged for the first week in September; house-

holds will settle their own invoices with the supplier, if the scheme is successful, this 

pattern will continue throughout the year, with further deliveries at the beginning of 

January and March 

FIVEHEAD DRAMA GROUP 
Present for one night only   Saturday 5th July 

 

A SUMMER REVUE 
One Act Play, song, dance and comedy 

Ploughman’s lunch will be provided 

Watch Posters for Times and prices 

Tickets will be available from Village Shop 

We hope you will support this event. 

Additional Theatre Trips 

Date                       Show  Time#      Cost                                         Pay by  

Fri 19 Sep             Cabaret  5:20       £35 (£32 book & pay by 30 May)     31 Aug: 

Wed 28 Jan           Riverdance  5:50       £40                                           5 Nov: 

Wed 11 Feb     Buddy Holly Story5:20       £32                                           6 Dec: 

Wed 25 Mar  Witches of Eastwick5:20       £32 (£30 book & pay by 21 Sep) 20 Jan: 

// Time is  start time from Curry Rivel.— Contact Chris Cox on 01458 273085 



MARTINS MOBILE CLEANING 
 

Window Cleaning, Gutter and Fascia Cleaning 

Pressure Washing Patios  -   Car Valeting 

A reliable and Trustworthy Service 

for a free quote call Martin on 07939459764 

Email:  martinwebb83@hotmail.co.uk. 

Quality Local Beef 

 

 

Aberdeen Angus & South Devon   Home Bred & Reared  

Boxed selection to include Joints, Steaks, Mince & Stewing Steak                      

Available late April 

         Farm Assured Locally butchered (hung 3weeks  

Malcolm Cavill.  New House Farm, Fivehead  Tel:  01460 281750       

 

THE PET SHOP 
Webbs Yard, Bow Street, Langport (opposite Fosters Newsagents) 

Stockists of Burns and James Wellbeloved 

Extensive range of Toys: treats: Beds 

Blankets: Food 

 

 

       —4.30   

Tel: 01458 252332 

AcMON-Fri: 9.30—5.00  //  Sat: 

Playing Field Management Committee 

News from your local 

PCSO  

Beth UNTHANK 

766When reporting a crime 

please call the following numbers: 

General enquires number and 

crime reporting 084(opposite 

Fosters Newsagents5 456 7000 

   In case of emergency 999. Or    

CRIME STOPPERS on 0800 

555 111 

 your call cannot be trace and you 

will not be asked your name 


