
 
 

 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Fivehead Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Stowey Road Fivehead  

on Monday 3
rd

 September 2007 at 8pm. 

 

Present  Mr M Cavill (Chairman)        Mr G Balmer  Mrs K Beacham   Mrs N Cameron 

  Dist. Cllr. S Steele                 C. Cllr. D Nelson          and Mrs M Knox Clerk) 

 

PCSO Beth Unthank, based at Ilminster Police Station, introduced herself and explained the role of the 

PCSO which includes providing a visible force in the local community and helping prevent social behaviour. 

 

1288. APOLOGIES  

Apologies were received from Mrs H Clarke, Mr K Male and Mr M Tennant. 

 

1289. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 6
th

 August 2007 having been circulated were taken as a true record 

of what took place and duly signed by the Chairman with the alteration at min.1283 from “male” to “make”. 

 

1290. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES AND RAISED BY MEMBERS. 

a) To receive a progress report on the production of the Parish Plan. The Clerk reported that a draft final plan 

has been scrutinised and agreed. The draft, with minor alterations and printing quotes will be presented at the 

next meeting, provisionally set for 19
th

 Sept. A presentation launch event is being discussed. 

b) Friendly Society Banner. Mr Page has made clear, by telephone, his requirements for repairing the 

banner. A £1000 budget for the work plus additional minor costs for materials, as previously agreed, was 

unanimously considered acceptable but a hard surfaced clean area approx 10ft x 10ft is needed for one week 

for the basic preparatory work. Members could not think of a suitable place in Fivehead unless the small 

room of the Village Hall were free during Playgroup half term. Clerk to approach a resident of Isle Abbotts 

(SS & MK’s suggestion) to see if they can assist and to enquire if the VH is likely to be available as a 

fallback. 

c) Verbal abuse on footpaths. MC reported. It was decided the only action the PC could take would be to 

ask, via the newsletter, that dogs be kept under close control in fields where there are livestock. 

d) Erection of unsightly field shelter at Swell. A letter from the Head of Enforcement was read out. The 

Clerk provided additional sensitive information which had been received by telephone. DN suggested 

sending a reply asking what the reasonable timescale is for retrospective planning applications and what date 

will be set for the fixing of an enforcement date. Clerk was instructed to do same. 

e) To appoint a delegate for the SALC AGM on Saturday 29
th

 Sept. and authorise lunch fee. Clerk would 

attend if available. Lunch fee authorised if she attends. 

f) Too many road signs. Deferred in the absence of HC. 

g) Flooding at the bottom of Butchers Hill. Highways had reported that the drains are blocked by tree roots. 

They did not consider there was a risk of flooding but undertook to clear the blockage as soon as possible. 

h) To consider the need to place a no smoking sign the bus shelter (Clerk’s item ref. SALC mins for 

11.06.07). There was unanimous agreement not to place a sign. 

 

1291. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED. 

a) From Fivehead Village Hall Man. Com. re receipt of audited accounts, request for grant in 2008/9 and 

notification of increase in rental charges from September. The accounts were put into circulation. The initial 

feeling was that the existing grant, (3K index linked) was a fair commitment. Clerk to write thanking VHMC 

for their letter, stating the PC would undoubtedly help in some way and asking for sight of their 

Management Plan. 

b) From Allianz Cornhill re insurance of churchyard wall and other property. Public liability is covered. To 

get a quote for Property Damage quotes for the total repair cost of the wall are required. Clerk to get a 

quote/s for the cost per linear meter to effect repair. Trotts and Woodlands to be approached. GB to ask 

PCC’s assistance re Woodlands. Clerk also to action. 

c) From SSDC re availability of sources of grant funding. Clerk to supply this info to Playgroup and the 

Fellowship and Leisure Club. VH & PF committees have already been informed. 

d) From SSDC re Dog Waste Bin sponsorship for metal bins. Not considered a worthwhile offer. 



 
 

 
 

e) From Society of Local Council Clerks re Regional Conference 4
th

 October cost £63.45 per member. Clerk 

does not wish to attend. 

f) From SALC re Certificate in Local Council Administration. Not applicable as no interest in Quality status. 

g) From SSDC re Tree planting in South Somerset. Clerk to ask SSDC if land by sewage works is a suitable 

site also land between The Pound and the stream on Butcher’s Hill.  

h) From NALC re Conference on 5 - 7
th

 Oct. at Bournemouth cost £248.06 or £372.08 for weekend Nobody 

wished to attend. 

i)  From Mrs J Pavey re Overhanging Trees - Corner of Langford Close. Concern was expressed re health 

and safely issues and the unsightly appearance. Clerk to reply stating the current maintenance schedule and 

in response to the letter Council is now looking at alternative uses of the area. 

 

1292. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS. response sought. 

Review of additional pitch requirements for Gypsies and Travellers in the South West. After much debate it 

was agreed to ask on what basis the figures for required (additional) sites are reached. Council does not feel 

there is justification for them. The local area is saturated with council and private gypsy sites. 

 

1293. EMERGENCY PLAN 

To consider the production of a new or revised Plan and if appropriate appoint a member to oversee same. 

MC offered to take home the existing paper work and plan and study them. SS stated the additional need to 

consider action in case of a pandemic which has not been previously considered. Item for next agenda.  

 

1294. REPORTS. 

d) Cemetery Sub Committee   MC to take log book to NC who would action for September.   e)  Highways     

Clerk to write to resident re clearing of roots from drain (min 1290g). 

 

1295. PLANNING. 

a) applications 07/03307/FUL Moortown Farm Curry Rivel. The erection of a greenhouse. No objections. 

07/03448/FUL Mile Hill House Langport Road Fivehead. Erection of a dwelling for occupation by a 

disabled person. This is a resubmission of application 07/00275/FUL debated on 29
th

 January 2007 which 

was refused. As there have been no changes in the local environment or on the A378 Council unanimously 

resolved to submit the same comments as previously.  

“1. The site plan is quite inadequate and to the best of Council’s knowledge is inaccurate. Council would 

like to see a copy of the plan for the whole site as it is a the current time.  

The Parish Council:- 

 2.  is concerned about this application given the applicant’s past history with the Planning Office and 

 breach of planning conditions.  

 3.  would like further medical evidence to confirm what is in The Access Design and Statement. 

 4.  is concerned about the access and the already agreed parking and turning facilities for the 

 applicant’s existing business.  

 5.  ask is disability is a planning issue? 

 6.  ask is the proposed dwelling outside the development line? 

7 In conclusion the information supplied with this application is insufficient to allow Council to come to a 

decision.  

Council suggests a site meeting to clarify all these issues.” 

b) decisions (granted s.t.c.) 07/02940/ful Stowey Farm, Stowey Road, Fivehead. Conversion of barn to 1 No. 

dwelling (GR334292/122256). 

 

1296 FINANCE 

The financial position of the Council was received. 

a)  Payments authorised during the month 

i)   Wessex Malthouse Direct      print. NL August  £54 

ii)  Fivehead Village Hall MC    rent July   £10 

iii) A & M Garden Services     maint. July & Aug. 4
th

  £348.14 

b)  Payments authorised at the meeting:  



 
 

 
 

i)   Wessex Malthouse Direct      print. NL August  £54 

ii)  Fivehead Village Hall MC    rent July   £10 

iii) A & M Garden Services     maint. July & Aug. 4
th

  £348.14 

c)     Income received during the month  

vi) Forsey & Son      re inscription for M Rowe £17 

 

1297. MATTERS OF REPORT AND ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING. 
c)  Councillors. GB asked who is responsible for cutting verge and hedge outside hall. Response, the 

landowner. MC would ask his hedge trimming contractor to action. SS reported that Ilminster cemetery fees 

have just been increased. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at pm 10.15pm 

Chairman  Dated   


